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For Immediate Release December 1, 2013 
 

Press Release 
 

U.S. Embassy Commemorates World AIDS Day: 

December 1, 2013 
 
December 1, 2013 – The U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) 
program in South Sudan led by U.S. Ambassador Susan D. Page pays tribute to the millions 
of lives lost and families affected by HIV/AIDS. On World AIDS Day, December 1, we 
commemorate this day each year and recognize the brave individuals living with HIV who 
carry the burden of this disease every day.  It is in their honor that the U.S. remains 
steadfast in its commitment to achieve an AIDS-free generation. 
 
The U.S. government’s theme for World AIDS Day 2013 is “Shared Responsibility – 
Strengthening Results for an AIDS-free Generation.” It reflects our belief that we can 
achieve more when we invest and work together to fight AIDS across the globe.  It is in that 
spirit that the U.S. Government is working closely with the Government of the Republic of 
South Sudan and other stakeholders in order to support South Sudan achieve success in 
combatting HIV and AIDS. 
 
Globally, PEPFAR currently supports nearly 5.1 million people on antiretroviral treatment.  
Due to the drugs provided to nearly 750,000 HIV positive pregnant women, approximately 
230,000 infants were born without HIV in 2012.  Additionally, the United States provides 
30% of all Global Fund monies committed to preventing and treating HIV, malaria and 
tuberculosis worldwide.  These investments are providing very significant returns.  For 
example, in sub-Saharan Africa, progress has been most impressive, with new infections 
down by 33% over the past decade, and AIDS-related mortality declining by 32% since its 
peak in 2005.   
 
South Sudan is now facing an HIV epidemic very similar to the one seen in Kenya and 
Uganda in the late 1990s.  The difference is that we now have far more evidence about 
what to do about it.  According to official 2011 data from UNAIDS, the estimated HIV 
prevalence rate in South Sudan is 3.1% with an estimated 150,000 – 200,000 people living 
with HIV.  HIV prevalence varies widely throughout the country, with some areas with low 
levels of HIV infection and others up to 15%.  Despite numerous challenges in addressing 
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HIV and AIDS in South Sudan, GRSS is strongly committed to turning back the tide on new 
infections and providing quality health care to those already infected. 
 
The PEPFAR program in South Sudan implemented by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) provides critical technical assistance to the National 
HIV/AIDS Program to make strategic, scientifically sound investments to rapidly scale-up 
core HIV prevention, treatment and care interventions.  To assist the country in this effort, 
PEPFAR South Sudan is working in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health, the 
South Sudan AIDS Commission, Global Fund partners, WHO, UNAIDS, UNDP and other 
important stakeholders to: 
 

 Ensure that Ministry of Health systems are supported and are owned and governed 
by the people of South Sudan; 

 Support services and programs that benefit the entire health sector; 
 Collaborate more closely with in-country partners to ensure wider-scale treatment 

coverage, higher quality services and that additional funds are leveraged;  
 

PEPFAR South Sudan has provided USD $5.5 million to fund HIV commodities and technical 
assistance to antiretroviral therapy (ART) and prevention of mother-to-child prevention 
transmission (PMTCT) for programs in 2013 and 2014.  Through this support the US 
Government will provide: 
 

 HIV testing for 250,000 individuals 
 Antiretroviral therapy for 12,000 men, women and children 
 Care services for 20,000 patients infected with HIV 
 Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission services through HIV testing for more 

than 80,000 pregnant women, PMTCT drugs for more than 2,400 HIV infected 
pregnant women, and we estimate we will avert approximately 1,000 pediatric 
infections in the next two years 

 
Creating an AIDS-free Generation is a Shared Responsibility.  The U.S. will continue to lead 
this global fight, we can be counted on to support the commitment and leadership of 
partner countries, reinforced with support from donor nations, civil society, people living 
with HIV, faith-based organizations, the private sector, foundations, and multilateral 
institutions. 
 
By fighting AIDS, we are supporting the foundation of healthy, productive and stable 
societies in which countries can better care for their own people — not just today, but over 
the long term.  As we reflect on the profound impact PEPFAR has made in the lives of 
millions of people around the globe and specifically in South Sudan, it’s important to also 
think critically about where we’re headed.  We now know what we must do to achieve an 
AIDS-free generation, and together we can make it a reality. 
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